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 As you drive Highway 287 between Waxahachie’s 
new high school and Midway Airport you see 
two unassuming buildings north or east on the 
frontage road.  One building houses the Ellis Baptist 
Association (EBA) office that has been here since the 
1990’s and the other is the Ellis Christian Women’s 
Job Corp (ECWJC).  ECWJC has been serving the 
women of Ellis County since 2006.  ECWJC moved 
into their own building in 2014.  When you walk 
in, you see the crosses on the wall but everything 
presents a  simple functioning building.  The crosses 
on the wall remind you of the spiritual nature of 
the job corp.  What you don’t realize is what is 
happening on the inside.  The transformation that 
occurs in the women and many times their families.  
There are times the women who go through CWJC 
are looking for a way to brush up on their job skills 
but many times the women are broken and come 
with a lot of baggage.   Whichever is the case, all the 
women come with spiritual needs.  CWJC addresses 
the spiritual, emotional and physical.  They treat the 
whole woman and not just certain symptoms. 

 The driving force behind ECWJC is Kathryne 
Boroughs. 12 years ago Kathryne Boroughs birthed 
Ellis’ CWJC.  Her dealings with CWJC started years 
earlier while Kathryn was the director of WMU for 
Wichita Falls-Archer Baptist Association.  Her basic 
training began from learning from Barbara Harrison, 
the site coordinator, for two years. When she moved 
to Ellis County she fought with God for six months 
before yielding to God’s will of establishing a CWJC 
in Ellis County.  Kathryne went to training to be 
certified as a site coordinator.  Kathryne had already 
been teaching women for over 45 years but this 
was a new endeavor.  Kathryne’s late husband was a 
pastor.  There were two things that have had a great 
impact on her life. He trained her in sharing her faith 
and to be non-judgmental.  
 By most people’s standards, Kathryne has 
endured some very hard times.  Kathryne married 
Leon the year she graduated from Duncanville High 
School in 1962.  Kathryne was 26 when he passed 
away with a heart condition.  Kathryne had a four-
year-old and a 16-month-old.  She had not worked 
outside of the home and did not have any college. 
She knew God had a plan for her.
 She married Toby a couple of years later.  He was 
a hard worker who battled diabetes.  He was sick for 
several years before he passed away.
 Kathryne said that when she was a freshman in 
high school she told her aunt that she wanted to 
marry a preacher.  God sent one her way.  Kathryne 

was a pastor’s wife for several years before he 
passed away.
 For most people, Kathryne’s experiences would 
have left them crippled and blaming God for all 
the hurt.  Kathryne built and learned from her 
experiences.  She has a desire to pass that on to 
other women who are in a challenging time of life.  

 Lauri started helping with Ellis CWJC shortly after it 
began.  She continued on until she moved away for a few 
years.  When she came back she started helping once 
again.  Lauri grew up in a Christian home.  She left the 
church for a long time but returned.  Like Kathryne, she 
is able to identify with many of the women who have 
experienced similar circumstances.  Lauri came to faith 
when she was 48 years old. She loves to serve others.  It’s 
part of her DNA. She has worked in retail and learned 
customer relations but really it came naturally since she 
enjoys serving.  Lauri is a member of FBC Midlothian and 
you will find her greeting on her appointed Sundays.
 Lauri reconnected with CWJC at a mission fair at 
church.  She started mentoring one of the women at 
lunchtime once a week.  Lauri has been instrumental 
in working with Kathryne to bring about change.  If 
Kathryne is the fuel for the engine that thrust CWJC 
forward, Lauri would be the person steering CWJC. She’s 
able to interpret the business climate and maneuver 
CWJC to meet those needs.  If Kathryne and Lauri were 
super-heroes they would be the dynamic duo.
 Lauri finished her site coordinator training in 
2017.  Lauri provides some freedom for Kathryne to 
connect with community and business leaders and vice 
versa.  Before Lauri received her certification, Kathryne 
could not be away from the site. Connecting with 
the community and business leaders is becoming a 
significant part of their ministry.                                                                                                                                         
 Lauri’s single focus is on CWJC.  God has opened and 
closed jobs and other ministry opportunities to allow her 
to only work with Kathryne and ECWJC. 

The Women of CWJC
By: Staff Writer 

Kathryne Boroughs, Executive Director, ECWJC and 
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Rats and Wiring

 The little gray house on highway 77 was their 
first home and it was not a good place. They had 
rats running around and exposed wiring.  They 
replaced wiring and started having classes in 
January 2006. The first semester they had one 
woman.  She came in with gang makeup and 
was pregnant.  Kathryne questioned God but 
realized God knew what He was doing.  She 
graduated and became a hairdresser in El Paso.
 It was shortly after that they moved to the 
Texas Baptist Home for Children on Farley 
St.  They were there for a few years. Then that 
December they were looking for a new home.  
They had no idea where that was going to be.  
Before the January session began they had 
moved to First Baptist Church, Waxahachie.  
They gave them a couple of rooms and allowed 
them to use the fellowship hall for their lunches.  
They were grateful for the use of the building but 
felt like the children of Israel wandering in the 
desert.  
 It is while they were there that they were 
given a modular building.  Even though the 
building was given to them it would require 
meetings with city officials, raising funds and 

finding volunteers to be able to use it.  About 
a year and a half later they moved into their 
own building.  The outside of the building was 
bricked and landscaped.  The inside provided 
class space for about 10 students, a kitchen 
and administrative space.  It was their building, 
a building of their own.  On August 16, 2014, 
it was dedicated in honor of Larry and Yvette 
Johnson. When you walk into the building there 
is a plaque in honor of the 30 years of service 
the Johnsons have provided.

The first sign for ECWJ

CWJC has seen many people saved.  
One of the most exciting was a teacher 
named Rose.  Rose came to faith and 

started sharing her faith with the women. 
Rose lost her battle with cancer but she 
taught the women how to love and care 

for each other.  If you venture to the 
north side of the building you will find 

rose bushes planted in memory of Rose.

Ground breaking ceremony for the new site of 
ECWJC.

Donated building before

Donated building after

New sign
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 Katy is one of those stories that sums up why 
Kathryne, Lauri, Patsy, the teachers, mentors, 
prayer partners and financial partners give of 
themselves to CWJC.
 Katy was 17 years old, had two children 
and her mom was in poor health. They had 
lost their car and their house. She had also 
just broken up with her boyfriend.  They moved 
to Waxahachie.  She was working full-time at 
McDonald’s. Katy walked into Kathryne’s office, 
at FBC Waxahachie, wearing worn-out tennis 

shoes, shorts 
and a shirt 
with holes 
in it.  She 
cried off and 
on because 
she felt the 
weight of life. 
It was like she 
had no hope. 
Kathryne and 
Katy felt like 
the program 
would be 
good for her.  
Kathryne 
always 
discusses 

their spiritual condition when she interviews the 
women.  Katy wanted to know about Buddha 
and other religions but she did not know Jesus. 
It would be week two of the semester when Katy 
came to Faith in Christ. Her life changed. 
 One day Kathryne recalled receiving two 
boxes of food followed by another eight boxes.  
Kathryne was wondering what God was up 
to.  They divided the food up and was giving 
it to the women when Katy started crying and 
then sharing about them not having any food in 
the house.  She said her little son told her that 
“you have checks, you can get us some food”.  
The only problem there wasn’t any money in 
the checking account.  They had been eating 
Jell-O for the last three days. Katy said this is an 
answer to our prayers.  Kathryne reminded her 
that God will take care of you. 
 Katy finished the semester and went on 
to college. She completed her degree and is 
working in the field of her degree.   Today, Katy 
is employed, she loves the Lord and her family 
loves the Lord.  
 There are other stories that can be shared 
but the main thing is that you see a difference 
in the lives of the women while they go through 
CWJC.
 Kathryne learned to show and share the love 
of Jesus to the women, wherever they are in life.

Katie Class of Fall 2010 working at 
Ennis Regional Medical Center

Over the years Kathryne has seen her 
teachers come and stay.  Many of 

the teachers have been there over 10 
years. She asked them once why they 
stayed and their responses were “we 

see change in the women’s lives”.  They 
see what they are doing is making a 

difference in their lives.

ECWJC’s first student

ECWJC teachers

Evelyn Newell has been a faithful mentor to many of the women 
that have come through CWJC over the years.



The Future of ECWJC

Sitting down with Kathryne and Lauri you sense 
the excitement of change.  This year has been 
painful yet extremely fulfilling.  Earlier in the year, 
Kathryne brought in a consultant to assess the 
strengths and weakness of the organization.  
That is never an easy process. Kathryne and 
Lauri spent time with other CWJC leaders in the 
state.  They looked at some of the best CWJC 
in Texas and came away wowed by what they 
saw.  They determined there were two areas 
to improve while maintaining their high-level 
spiritual development.  Increase the number of 
participants and reevaluate achievement levels.

Kathryne and Lauri determined that 10 women 
were the maximum that could be served each 
semester.  This January they are adding a Level 
2 to their program. That would allow them to 
serve 20 women each semester.  This spring 
they will determine whether an evening semester 
would be beneficial for women who work during 
the day.  That would max the number of women 
at 30 for a semester.  Below are the two levels 
that they are starting this January.

Level 1:

Careers
Soft-skills
Resume writing
Interview process
Communications
Math
Nutrition
Money Management

High School Equivalency (GED)
Bible Study
Tuesday-Thursday (some classes moved from 16 
to 8 weeks) 

Level 2: 

Bible study (learning how to study for yourself)
Computer
QuickBooks
Keyboarding (Monday only)
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Each group has their own specific 
needs.  The second group had four 

women.  Each woman had been 
abused in some way.  The early 
groups had 8 week semesters.  
Today the group meets for 16 

weeks.  Week 6-8 is typically the 
turning point for the women.  Many 
times they enter CWJC not knowing 
anybody and not too sure how to 

relate to some of the other women 
in their group.  By the time the 
seventh week comes along the 
participants have let down their 
guard and have built a strong 

camaraderie.  The group becomes a 
safe place for many of the women.  

(see page 7 for where they are 
today)

How Can You Help?
As ECWJC expands so do their needs.  They need volunteers that have a love for Jesus. Who can …

Teach QuickBooks
Teach Microsoft Office

Mentor participants
Advisory Team member

Give financially, whether one-time donor or on-going
Prayer Partners

If you would like more information Kathryne or Lauri would love to have a conversation with you.
Call 972-937-6620 or email ellischristianwomensjobcorps@yahoo.com
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Krystal, class of Fall 2013, Manager of the 
Holiday Inn Express in Duncanville.
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Sunday School and Small Group Leader Training
Saturday, February 10, 2018

9 AM to Noon

Hampton Road Baptist Church
400 N Hampton Rd.
DeSoto, TX 75115

Conference Leaders:

Ross Ramsey, FBC Allen - Adult conferences and plenary speaker
Cory Liebrum, FBC Rockwall - Student conferences

Cindy Leach, The Mount Church, Keller - Children’s conferences
Alyson Walker, FBC Allen - Preschool conferences

For more information call EBA at 972-937-9320
or email eba@eba.life


