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Jack and Karen Ables

 In March, Eastridge Baptist Church in 
Red Oak honored their pastor, Jack and 
Karen Ables for 25 years of service.  Many 
people came to support their pastor that 
they affectionately call Brother Jack.  Of 
course, Karen has been right by his side.

Early Years for Jack and Karen
 As a West Texas boy, Jack grew up in 
Abilene and graduated from Abilene High 
School. Karen grew up in Dallas.  She 
graduated from Sunset High School and 
went to Hampton Place Baptist Church 
in Oak Cliff.  They met at Dallas Baptist 
University (DBU), then it was DBC, and 
were married in May of 1969.  Karen 
worked at the phone company and Jack 
worked at the Dallas Police Department.  
While at DBU, Jack also served at 
Sandyland Baptist Church in Seagoville.  

Seminary
 Jack could have easily gone to 
Southwestern Seminary in Ft. Worth, but 
felt God calling them to Southern Seminary 
in Louisville, Kentucky.  Before they moved 
in 1971, their first child Darla was born in 
Dallas.  
 While in seminary he took a pastorate 
at Rowletts and then at Aetna Grove, 
Kentucky.  Jack was driving 1 1/2 hours 

each way daily to attend classes.  While 
at Aetna Grove they added to their family, 
Ben and Leslie were born.  Soon after 
Leslie was born they went to Temple 
Baptist Church in Owensboro, Kentucky.
 It was in Owensboro that they felt 
called to missions.  They were appointed 
in 1978 by the Foreign Mission Board, now 
the International Mission Board (IMB) and 
spent their first year in language school in 

Husband, Pastor, Father, Missionary, 
Statesman

By: Staff Writer 

 In the 1970’s our Southern Baptist seminaries were packed with thousands of students 
preparing to fulfill their calling in ministry.  Everyone appeared excited about serving in 
ministry.  Then the seminary professor would share, “statistics show that in 10 years 50% 
of you will not be in ministry and it will go higher”.  It felt like you were at the last Passover 
when Jesus said someone would betray him and the disciples were in shock and denial.  
Unfortunately, that percentage is even higher today than it was 40 years ago.  We learn that 
our journey in life does not always go the way we expect it to go.  At the same time, our 
journey molds us and shapes us into the person that God can use.  
 When God called Jack and Karen into ministry, and later to the mission field, they never 
imagined that their journey would include serving 25 years with Sunny Glen/Eastridge 
Baptist Church and living in Ellis County.
 Jack’s journey has brought him through challenging experiences that provide a wealth of 
wisdom to share with others.  Many look to Jack as an elder statesman.  When Jack speaks 
fellow pastors listen.  Jack’s gracious spirit and transparency put others at ease.  He doesn’t 
condemn but allows the Word of God to speak for itself.

Welcome to Jack and Karen’s story.
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Costa Rica before moving on to Ecuador.  
Costa Rica is where IMB sent all of the 
missionaries that were going to Spanish 
speaking countries.  This allowed them to 
learn the language while partially living in a 
similar culture.

Ecuador 
 The next 14 years they were IMB 
missionaries in Ecuador.  Jack’s official 
title was Church Planter but he wore many 
different hats.
 Jack pastored in Manta full-time but 
was also itinerant pastor to at least four 
other churches within an hour or two drive 
from Manta.  Darla, his oldest daughter 
shared, that during that time she has fond 
memories of times when she got to go 
traveling with dad to the small churches 
away.  Mom (Karen) homeschooling the 
kids provided flexibility. The travel time was 
really great father-daughter bonding and 
they made some great memories.
 They moved to Quito, Ecuador’s capital.  
Quito was one of the largest Ecuadorian 
cities.  Quito sits in a valley surrounded 
by the Andes Mountains.  It is quite 
challenging for airplane pilots to land 
and take off.  Jack pastored Getsemani 
(Gethsemane) Church and during his 
time there the church was wiped out by 
an airplane that missed the runway.  Jack 
helped the church rebuild.  He had a way of 
talking to people and building relationships 
that seemed to cut through some of the 
red-tape that is so prevalent in third world 
countries.  He was able to get things done.  
While in Quito he also pastored Betania 
(Bethany) Baptist Church.
 Jack was also instrumental in the 
building of the Baptist camp, the 
dormitories and the seminary outside of 
Quito.  He served as the executive director 
and led many camps and workshops 
training the locals in theology.
 On one of their furloughs in the late 80’s, 
Richard Cody, EBA Executive Director, asked 
Karen to speak to their senior adult group 
at his church in Sweetwater, Texas.  Karen 
shared how to pray for our missionaries.  
Many of their seniors were unaware how to 
pray for them.
 In the early 1990’s, their journey took 
an unexpected twist.  Some family and 
health issues brought them back to Texas.  

Sunny Glen
 Initially, Jack took an interim pastorate 
at Sunny Glen Church in the Glen Oaks 
section of Oak Cliff.  The church was located 
on Highway 67 just south of Loop 12.   
Jack started pastoring there in 1992.  In 
1999 the church decided that since their 
members lived further south it was time 
to meet closer to where they lived.  In 
1999 Red Oak became the new home for 
Sunny Glen, which had earlier been known 
as Clarendon Drive, soon to be known as 
Eastridge.  The church sold their property 
to another church looking for a place in that 
area.

Eastridge
 The church became a mobile church.  
Being a mobile church gives you a different 
perspective on church life.  The weekly 
setup and teardown gives you a deeper 
appreciation when you don’t have to do it 
weekly.  It also helps you understand that 
church is not a building, but the community 
of believers.  They searched for property 
and found several acres east of Eastridge 
Elementary.  The church met at Eastridge 
Elementary School for several years before 
moving to their current location.
 The church has been in a couple of 
building programs since the move.  Mainly, 
the church continues to serve the Red Oak 
community for the Gospel.

 Whether it was in Abilene, Oak Cliff, 
Kentucky, Ecuador or Red Oak Jack and 
Karen’s impact is seen all over the area and 
will continue to have its impact in years to 
come. 
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 Ellis Baptist Association has been around 
since 1905.  For many of those years, EBA 
shared a director of missions with other 
associations in the area. In the 1990’s EBA 
took a leap of faith and brought Larry Johnson 
on as their Executive Director.  A few years 
later, EBA built their own office on a five-acre 
tract on Highway 287 in between Midlothian 
and Waxahachie. The office had a modern and 
functional layout designed to expand and to 
provide training.  As the need for training has 
changed over the last 20 plus years due to 
the easy access to online training, so has the 
needs for an associational office. 

 Larry Johnson, EBA’s Executive Director, 
retired a couple of years ago but before 
leaving he said the office really needed to be 
spruced up.  Richard asked Janna Hopson, an 
interior designer, Waxahachie resident and 
a member of an EBA church, to give us an 
idea of what we could do.  Richard told Janna 
that most of the people that come to our 
office are pastors or men.  Janna developed 
a southwestern style based on Richard’s bent 
towards that style.  Janna had some great 

ideas but sticker shock set in and Richard held 
off.  Richard felt they had a good surplus but 
it would have put a dent in funds available 
and they wanted to have sufficient funds for 
church planting.

 Last fall they had a call from a realtor that 
was representing a party that was interested 
in our five acres north of Waxahachie.  EBA 
had purchased the land back in the late 80’s 
for church planting.  The Leadership Team had 
determined that they would not plant a church 
in that area since it had two EBA churches just 
north and south of the location.  EBA decided 
to sell the property and was able to set 
aside $200,000 for church planting.  Another 
$25,000 was set aside to bless our ministries 
and another $25,000 was to re-invest in our 
20 plus-year-old facility. 

 Most people who read EBA.Life have never 
been in the EBA office.  This publication is 
partially designed to let our readers see the 
“before and after” pictures.  It is truly a big 
change from the 1990’s.

This Old House
By: Staff Writer

Outside
As you drive into the parking lot you can see a noticeable difference.  The old white trim 
and white door has been replaced with a more inviting color.  The trim was replaced 
with French Roast a much warmer color.  The new door is a half cut glass wooden door.  
Initially, the door was painted a bright turquoise followed by a French Roast glaze.  Four 
stained cedar shutters were added to the two windows next to the front door.
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Last fall EBA received an offer from one of their church’s members to replace their carpet and 
cracked tile with commercial-grade laminate flooring.  It was laid throughout the building. It 
was a quarter of the cost from the original estimate.

All Interior Areas

In the 1990’s wallpaper and border was the rage. The building greatly honored the 90’s.  
Over the years the building had settled and it had some cracks in the walls and ceiling.  Each 
crack was patched and each room was stripped of its covering and received new paint for the 
walls and trim.

Welcome Area
The welcome area and outer office received the most makeover, since 100% of the people who 
come into the office walk into this area.  A used dark brown leather couch that was in great 
shape, was bought for very little. Two microfiber medium brown swivel chairs were found to 
add to the seating.  A beige and brown geometrical design rug frames the seating area.
Wooden cornices hang above the three windows in the welcome area and outer office.
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Outer Office
The outer office or Darla’s area has a built-in countertop with a center drawer.  Darla is 
able to hide unsightly items under the countertop.  The wall behind Darla is a chevron 
stained cedar wall.  The chevron covers the entire wall.

In the old office, was a wooden cross that had been given to EBA several years ago.  The 
cross was repainted and stained to match the outside door.  The cross stands about 1 1/2 
inches away from the wall to give it some depth. 

A built-in coffee bar was placed in an area where a water fountain was designed.  The EBA 
coffee cups hang on the wall for easy access for those desiring a cup of freshly brewed 
coffee or tea.

Restrooms, hallways & offices
 Areas that are further away from the main areas only saw basic improvements.  
Richard’s office has received a new couch and chair.

Kitchen
A lot could have been 
done to the kitchen 
area but since it was 
not a highly visible or 
a people place it was 
kept to a minimal.  New 
countertops tie the 
grayish colored floors 
with the light wood 
stained cabinets.  A new 
stainless steel sink was 
given to EBA.
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About 95% of the renovations are complete.  A few more items are planned.  Once it is 
completed an open house is in order.  If you can’t wait, come and see us, the staff would 
love to give you a personal tour.

Conference room
 The second most seen room at EBA is the conference room.  In addition to the existing 
flat screen monitor, a new 4’x6’ marker board was given to assist in visualizing vision and 
strategy during meetings.  Comfortable new chocolate and camel colored conference chairs 
replaced the deteriorating burgundy-colored cloth chairs.
 Brown curtains provided the final touch to a transformed room.
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Calling all Racers!!

Sunday, April 15, 2018 at FBC Maypearl.  Registration opens at 1:00 pm and racing begins at the 
conclusion of registration.  

For more information contact Murrie Wainscott at 972-483-6089

State Race will be held in Belton at the EXPO center on Saturday, April 28, 2018.

State Staffer deadline for applications is May 15, 2018.

Leadership Training Camp is June 3-9. 2015 at Latham Springs

Save the Date

April 29, 2018 at FBC Midlothian


